HAVE    YOU   THOUGHT   OF  THIS? 


Nq.  9. — Everlasting  Punishment. 


Is  there  such  a  thing  as  Everlasting  Punishment?  Does 
the  Bible  really  threaten  it  to  unrepentant  sinners,  and  does 
it  mean  excruciating  suffering  that  shall  never  end?  Let  us 
see.  Matt.  xxv.  46  says,  "These  shall  go  away  into  everlasting 
punishment,  but  the  righteous  into,  life  eternal."  The  words 
"  everlasting  "  and  "  eternal  here  are  both  the  same  word 
in  the  Greek,  so  that  the  punishment  of  the  wicked  is  to  be  as 
,  long  as  the  reward  of  the  righteous. 

But  what  is  the  punishment?  This  only  tells  us  its 
duration.  And  it  does  not  say  everlasting  punishing.  Is  the 
{  Westminster  Confession  of  Faith  right  when  it  says  that  the 
wicked  "  shall  be  cast  into  eternal  torments  "  ?  By  no  means. 
The  Bible  never  says  that,  but  it  is  quite  plain  about  the 
nature  of  the  punishment,  if  we  only  receive  its  words  in  their 
simple  sense.  Here  are  some  of  them.  "  The  wages  of  sin  is 
death  "  (Rom,  vi.  23).  "  The  end  of  these  things  is  death  " 
(v.  21).  "Whose  end  is  destruction"  (Phil.  iii.  19).  "  Pun- 
ished with  everlasting  destruction"  (2  Thess.  i.  9).  "  Except 
ye  repent,  ye  shall  all  likewise  perish"  (Luke  xiii.  3). 

We  know  that  death,  destruction,  and  perish  when  ap- 
plied to  a  dog  or  cat  mean  it  has  lost  its  life.  There 
is  no  reason  for  making  any  difference  in  the  case  of  man. 
Solomon  says  "  That  which  befalleth  the  sons  of  men 
befalleth  beasts  ...  as  the  one  clieth,  so  dieth  the  other 
yea  they  have  all  one  breath  .  .  .  All  go  unto  one  placf 
all  are  of  the  dust,  and  all  turn  to  dust  again  "  (Eccles.  i' 
.'TQ,  r2o).  If  paper  is  thrown  into  the  fire  it  perishes,  it  is  de^- 
'  troVed,  it  ceases  to  be  paper,  and  is  resolved  into  its  original 
elements.  That  is  just  how  the  Bible  describes  the  fate  of 
sinners.  "  The  wicked  shall  perish,  and  the  enemies  of  the 
Lord  shall  be  as  the  fat  of  lambs ;  they  shall  consume,  into 
smoke  shall  they  consume  away"  (Psalm  xxxvii.  20).  "All 
that  do  wickedly  shall  be  stubble,  and  the  day  that  cometh 
shall  burn  them  up,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts,  and  it  shall  leave 
them  neither  root  nor  branch  "  (Mai.  iv.  1). 

When  man  dies  he  is  said  to  "return  unto  the  ground,  for 
out  of  it  wast  thou  taken,  for  dust  thou  art,  and  unto  dust  shalt 
thou  return  "  (Gen.  iii.  18).  This  is  the  Bible  definition  of 
death.  And  the  second  death  is  like  unto  it.  "  It  is  appointed 
unto  men  once  to  die,  but  after  this  the  judgment  " 
(Heb.  ix.  27  ).  No  one  need  die  twice  unless  he  chooses.  But 
if  he  rejects  Christ  and  Llis  gift  of  eternal  life,  there  is  no 
escape  from  the  punishment  of  his  sins  when  the  Lord  returns 
"  to  give  every  man  according  as  his  work  shall  be  "  (Rev. 
xxii.  12).  The  apostle  John  had  a  vision  of  that  awful  final 
scene,  when  he  saw  the  dead,  small  and  great,  stand  before 
God,  and  the  books  were  opened,  and  all  whose  names  were 


not  found  in  the  book  of  life  were  cast  into  the  lajke  of  fire. 

This  is  the  second  death,"  and  we  read  of  no  return  from 
it  (chap  xx.  12-15).    Truly  their  "  end  is  destruction.'! 

If  you  ask,  how  can  death  be  an  everlasting  punishment, 
we  ask  in  reply,  how  can  anything  but  death  be  an  everlasting 
punishment?  If  a  man  is  punished  by  fine,  or  flogging,  or 
imprisonment,  these  all  end,  at  latest,  with  his  death.  But  if 
death  itself  is  the  punishment,  that  never  ends  except  by 
the  command  of  Him  who  has  the  keys  of  hades  and  of  death, 
and  He  has  only  promised  eternal  life  to  those  who  are  His 
by  faith  and  obedience.  "  My  sheep  hear  My  voice,  and 
i  give  unto  them  eternal  life,  and  they  shall  never  perish  .  . 
He  that  believeth  in  Me,  though  he  were  dead  yet  shall  he 
live"  (John  x.  27,  28;  xi.  25). 

Death  is  really  the  only  punishment  which  can  be  ever- 
lasting for  a  mortal  creature  like  man.  And  the  second  death 
carries  with  it  everlasting  exclusion  from  the  Kingdom  which 
God  has  prepared  for  them  that  love  Him ;  in  which  He  shall 
wipe  away  tears  from  off  all  faces,  and  there  shall  be  no  more 
sin,  no  more  curse,  no  more  death  (Rev.  xxi.  4;  xxii.  5). 

How  dreadful  that  one  should  not  be  thought  fit  to  live! 
Yet  that  is  God's  judgment  on  sinners.  They  shall  "  be  con- 
sumed out  of  the  earth,"  the  wicked  shall  "be  no  more" 
(Psalm  civ.  35).  God  took  effectual  steps  at  the  first  to  prevent 
any  one  from  becoming  an  immortal  sinner.  He  drove  out 
Adam  from  the  garden  of  Eden,  and  guarded  the  way  to  the 
tree  of  life  "  lest  he  put  forth  his  hand,  and  .  .  .  eat  and 
live  for  ever  "  (Gen.  iii.  22-24).  But  God  in  His  mercy  has 
provided  a  way  by  which  men  may  escape  from  death.  "He 
gave  His  only  begotten  Son,  that  whosoever  believeth  in  Him 
should  not  perish,  but  have  everlasting  life"  (John  iii.  16.  O, 
be  persuaded  to  choose  Christ  and  the  life  that  knows  no  ending. 


Dick  Place,  Edinburgh.  J.  R.  Norrie. 


A  Church  of  Baptized  Believers  meets  in  the  Hall,  9 
Marshall  Street,  Edinburgh,  every  Sunday  at  11  a.m.  and 
6-30  p.m.  The  members  look  for  the  Second  Coming  of 
Christ  to  taise  the  dead,  to  bestow  eternal  life  on  all  who  are 
found  worthy,  and  to  set  up  the  Kingdom  of  God  on  earth. 
All  who  are  interested  in  these  precious  truths  and  would  like 
to  hear  more  about  them  are  cordially  invited. 


No.  l-The  Life  to  Come.  2  pp.,  post  free,  1/-  per  100,   9/-  per  1,000. 

No.  2. -The  Coming  King.  4  pp.]  post  free,  21-  per  100,  18/-  per  1,000. 

No.  3.— The  Death  of  Christ.  4  pp.]  post  free,  2/-  per  100,  18/-  per  1,000. 

No.  4  — Conversion  of  the  World.  4  pp.]  post  free,  2/-  per  100,  18/-  per  1,000. 

No.  5.— The  Resurrection.  2  pp.j  post  free,  1/-  per  100,   9/-  per  1,000. 

No.  6.— The  Kingdom  of  God.  4  pp.;  post  free,  2/-  per  100,  18/-  per  1,000. 

No.  7.  — How  shall  you  escape?  2  pp.,  post  free,  1/-  per  100,   9/-  per  L000. 

No.  8.-The  Fear  of  Death.  4  pp.,  post  free,  2/-  per  100,  18/-  per  1,000. 

9.— Everlasting  Punishment.  2  pp.,  post  free.  I/-  per  100,   9/-  per  1,000. 
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